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2.0 Understanding Forests

	EXERCISE
	:
	2.1

	TOPIC
	:
	Googling International Forest Initiatives


	First Initiatives

	1
	United Nations Conference on

Environment and Development (UNCED) / Rio Conference
	Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in June 1992.

Forests were among the many subjects addressed at UNCED. Forest Principles of UNCED’s Agenda 21. In order to advance beyond the agreements contained in the “Forest Principles” and Chapter 11 (Combating deforestation) of Agenda 21, intergovernmental discussion and debate continued, first under the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF) and then under the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests (IFF). IFF recently completed its work and has put forth a proposal for an international arrangement on forests, including the establishment of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF).

	INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND AGREEMENTS RELATED TO FORESTS

	1
	The Convention on Biological Diversity


	Highlighted the need to expand the focus of the Convention’s program of work in forest biological diversity from research to action oriented activities.

	2
	United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 


	Stabilizing the concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere so as to prevent dangerous human-induced changes to the global climate system ( related to the treatment of land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF)

	3
	The Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Drought and/or Desertification,

particularly in Africa
	To promote the mobilization and effective use of financial resources devoted to combating desertification

	4
	The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)  
	to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not threaten their survival

	5
	The Ramsar Convention / the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, Especially as Waterfowl Habitat (also known as the Wetlands Convention)
	· Concerned with the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources, includes in its mandate a range of forested wetland.

· Global action plan for the wise use and management of peat lands

	6
	International Tropical Timber Agreement
	Supporting efforts in sustainable forest

management through its criteria and indicators

	RECENT INITIATIVES OF REGIONAL GROUPS

	1
	Central Africa: Conference on the Central African Moist Forest Ecosystems and the Yaoundé Declaration
	· focused on governance and joint management of central African moist forest ecosystems
· The Yaoundé Declaration calls for action towards harmonized national policies; participation of the rural population and the private sector in decisions on forests; trans-boundary protected areas; the fight against poaching and other unsustainable exploitation; financial systems that support sustainable forest management; and international cooperation.

	2
	The Southern African Development Community
	Provides a framework for cooperation in

forestry among its 14 member nations through its Forestry Sector Policy and Development Strategy of 1997

	3
	The Central American Council for Forests and Protected Areas
	An advisory body of the Central American Commission on Environment and Development (CCAD). It is responsible for the implementation of CCAD policies and strategies on the sustainable use of forest resources and the conservation of biological diversity

	4
	Treaty for Amazonian Cooperation
	The Treaty for Amazonian Co-operation (TCA) fosters collaboration among member countries (Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Suriname and Venezuela) with regard to policies and activities in agriculture, fisheries, forestry and the environment in the Amazon watershed.

	5
	The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 13 is making some progress in implementing its Strategic Plan of Action on ASEAN Cooperation in Food, Agriculture and Forestry 1999-2004
	The plan outlines five strategic thrusts for forestry:

i) sustainable forest management;

ii) strengthening ASEAN cooperation and joint approaches in addressing international and regional forestry issues; iii) the promotion of intra- and extra-ASEAN trade in forest products, and private sector participation;

iv) increasing productivity and efficient utilization of forest products; and

v) capacity building and human resources development

	6
	Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe
	The Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe is a high-level political initiative involving about 40 European countries (including the Russian Federation). Its purpose is to address common opportunities and threats related to forests and forestry.

	EFFORTS AT THE ECOREGIONAL LEVEL

	1
	Initiatives by countries with low forest cover
	Generally relates to a low ratio of forest cover to a country’s total land area (or the total for specific parts of a country), and hence to a limited availability of forest environmental services for society as well as to people’s limited access to, and use of, forest resources. More than 70 developing countries and a number of developed countries are considered to have a low forest cover.

	2
	International initiatives related to mountains and mountain forests
	• International Year of Mountains.

• Tropical Montane Cloud Forest Initiative.

• Forests in Sustainable Mountain Development.

• Mountains of the World: Mountain Forests and Sustainable Development.

• Electronic Conference on Mountain People, Forests and Trees: Strategies for Balancing Management and Outside Interests.

	NATIONAL-LEVEL EFFORTS TO SUPPORT SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT

	1
	National forest programs
	A national forest program refers to an iterative forest sector planning process. The process involves the development of a comprehensive forest policy framework that is consistent with a country’s socio-economic, cultural, political and environmental conditions, is integrated into wider programs for sustainable land use and involves the participation of stakeholders.

	OTHER INITIATIVES

	1
	G8 support for sustainable forest management
	The Heads of State of the G8 countries (Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United States) approved an action program on forests at its summit in Birmingham, the United Kingdom in May 1998. The G8 Action Program on Forests has five elements: the monitoring and assessment of forests, national forest programs, protected areas, the private sector and illegal logging.

	2
	IUFRO World Congress
	IUFRO congresses provide scientists from around the world with an opportunity to present their forestry-related research activities and findings. The XXI World Congress of the International Union of Forestry Research Organizations was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 7 to 12 August 2000. Nearly 2400 delegates from 96 countries participated in the largest forestry meeting ever held in Malaysia.

	3
	The Pilot Analysis of Global Ecosystems and the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
	The Pilot Analysis of Global Ecosystems (PAGE), carried out from 1999 to 2000, is an evaluation of the global condition of five major ecosystems: agro-ecosystems, coastal areas, forests, freshwater systems and grasslands.
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