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SESSION 2-2 

Choosing and  Designing Audits on 
Environmental- Mining 
  



Objective  

At the end of the session participants wil 
understand the four step approach for 
choosing and designing an environmental 
audit mining. 



Overview 

Four step approach for choosing and 
designing an environmental audit -mining 



Four steps to choose a topic and 
approach for an audit on 
environmental- mining 

 
• Objective: to guide auditors from SAIs 

when they choose and design audits of 
environment-mining 

• These steps are suggestions and they can 
be adopted to the situation and needs of a 
particular SAI 



Four step approach 
STEP 1. Identify   the environmental  threats of mining in your country. 

STEP. 2 What are the Government responses and who are the players? 

STEP 4.Decide on audit approach to use. 

STEP 3.Choose Audit Topics  and Priorities 



Step1- . . Identify   the 
environmental  threats of mining in 

your country 
 

• Threats to the Environment likely to occur are: 
-General environmental impacts 
-Water problems/pollutants 
-Air or soil contaminants 
-Reduction of biodiversity 
-Depletion of natural resources 
-Occupational health impacts 
-Damage to historical and cultural resources 
-Land degradation. 



Step 2. What are the Government 
responses and who are the players 
-The government responses to environmental 

threats includes formulation of environmental 
policies and regulations which the government 
players in this regard are the environmental 
regulation agencies. 

-Other players in managing acid drainage are 
Researchers in the field. 

-Mining companies play a role in maintaining 
tailing storage facilities, land use planning and 
management.   



Step 3.Choose Audit Topics  and 
Priorities 

• The audit topic is likely to come from the 
four groups of the environmental threats 
i.e. water problems/pollutants, air or soil 
contaminants, general environmental 
impacts, and other pollution impacts. 



STEP 4.Decide on audit approach 
to use 

• The audit approach to use could be 
financial management and regularity, 
compliance with agreements and 
policies,performance measurement and 
results and scientific research and 
monitoring. 
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