Answers to Step-4 
Exercise 1.
Question-1 (a), (b) & (c)

1. 1. Financial management and regularity.

Audit objective

The objective of this line of enquiry is to investigate the use of public funds in projects and programmes that focus on the conservation of the environment in relation to minerals and mining against general environmental impacts, possible air or soil contaminants, potential water problems and other pollutants.

Methodology
Financial audit techniques, this technique is not going to be discussed in this session since it is out of scope of this session.
Researchable Questions.
· Are adequate financial resources allocated to protection programmes? 
· Is the disbursement of
funds monitored?
· Against what criteria is the disbursement of funds measured?
· Do official trade-offs exist in policies? If so,
how do the estimated benefits balance against the losses in environmental   conservations caused by minerals and mining?
2. Policy
Audit Objective
Audit wants to assess the impact of policies and programmes on environmental conservation against the environmental threats inherent in processing minerals and mining such as the general environmental impacts, possible air or soil contaminants, potential water problems and other pollutants.

 Methodology
  Interview, Measurement against performance indicators. 

Researchable Questions:

· Are government policies being complied with?
· Has the government developed policies that address
 the environmental pollutions caused by mining sector in the country?
· Do the
policies deal with the most important threats?
· Have general policies on minerals and mining and environmental conservations been addressed, specified and
executed in laws and other legal instruments such as plans and budgets?
· What kinds of
changes can be suggested that would
  make national policies achieve better results?
· Are government programmes
efficient?
3. Scientific Research and monitoring

Audit Objective.

This audit wants to ascertain the government’s capability of undertaking research and monitoring of the level of pollution in the air, water, land and degradation and human health effects from minerals and mining activities.
Researchable Questions
· Does the government have the scientific knowledge (in-house or consultant-based) to prioritize its action on   the threats to the environment resulting from processing   minerals and mining?

· Are there adequate systems in place to monitor the status of levels of pollutants in the air, water, land and human health   as a result of processing minerals and mining?
· Is the government developing
and maintaining database on mining’s environmental effects either in house or with   research Institutions?
· Is information
shared
between the national and international monitoring systems?
· Does the public have access to information on monitoring activities?

