Dear participants of the Climate Change Training Course,
One of the 2008–2010 INTOSAI WGEA Work Plan's goals is to develop more guidance materials on environmental auditing. Under this goal we are happy to invite you to a Training Course on Auditing the Government Response to Climate Change.

The Training Course builds on a four-step approach to designing climate change audits: 

1) get an overview of the climate change-related problem and its impacts

2) map the government's response

3) choose audit topics and priorities

4) design the audit

It also includes background information on climate change, its causes and impacts; an overview of the main international commitments; and a section on criteria for good governance in relation to climate change policy.

The Course consists of three parts. The first is a general introduction to climate change, including its causes and impacts, as well as the main international response, the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol. The two next parts focuses more specifically on mitigation and adaptation issues respectively. Both parts build on the four-step approach and aim to assist auditors design more goal-oriented audits.
As a preparation to the Training Course, we would like participants to think through the following set of questions depending on what course you are attending:

1. Mitigation: What are the main sources of greenhouse gas emissions in your country? How have emissions developed? And what has the government done to mitigate emissions?

As an additional task we ask you to bring a photo to the course, of an emission sector in your country where you believe there are risks.

2. Adaptation: What are the main impacts of and vulnerabilities to climate change in your country? What has the government done to adapt to these threats?

As an additional task we ask you to bring a photo to the course, of vulnerabilities to climate change or impacts of these in your country.

We would also like to inform you that a Guide and an E-Learning Course have been developed to complement the Training Course. Having browsed through the Guide and taken the E-Learning Course will make you better prepared for the Training Course. These can be downloaded from the INTOSAI WGEA website: http://environmental-auditing.org/.
Do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
We wish you a very successful Training Course!

With kind regards,

