Exercise on auditing the government's adaptation efforts: Climate change adaptation
Background

Climate change is already being felt in the Country and the impacts of climate change are expected to increase in the future.

The impacts and vulnerabilities in the Country can be summarised as follows:

· Increased threats of flooding, both due to more intensified rainfall, more snow melting and, in the longer term, sea-level rise; this could threaten infrastructure and health
· Less stable forest systems, resulting in less productive forests and serious threats to biodiversity

· Drying wetlands, rising the threat of fires – for instance peatland fires
· Reduced quality of agricultural land, leading to higher irrigation needs, reallocation of land (from cultivation to grass)
· Rising ocean temperatures and changes to marine biodiversity could affect fisheries

· Rising energy demand, especially during summer, as a result of rising temperatures; in combination with increased threat to energy grids from flooding and extreme weather events
· Rising heat-related mortality and more vector and water borne diseases

What has the government done?
The European is a Party to the UNFCCC and has a general commitment to prepare for adaptation. The government in the Country has started work on formulating a national adaptation strategy. This will build on a previous vulnerability assessment, developed in 2006, and which focuses mainly on the national level. For instance flood threats, projected temperature and precipitation changes, and trends of forest degradation have been mapped on the national scale.
The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change has the overall responsibility for climate change policy, including adaptation. A government working group has been set up, led by the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change. The ministries of agriculture, forestry and fisheries and transport also participate. Some directorates can be invited when it is necessary, but so far none have been involved. Representatives from regional and local levels of government are not part of the group.

At the same time and according to law, sector ministries are responsible for promoting sustainable development within their areas, as well as taking environmental issues into consideration. However, it remains unclear how sectors will adapt to climate change. Systems for early warning in case of flooding or forest fires have been put in place, but maintenance is lacking and funding scarce.
Only the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries has developed a sector-specific adaptation strategy. The main objective of the strategy is to identify ways to maintain or increase food production. No new policy instruments have been implemented, the ministry relying instead on a mix of existing legal and economic instruments. No specific instructions on prioritising adaptation have been given to the entities (directorate, and regional and local authorities) responsible for managing the existing policy instruments.
Spatial planning laws have been changed in recent years in order take better into account climate change adaptation. Local authorities have the responsibility for ensuring compliance with the law, but officials lack data on climate change impacts. 
What are the major issues for improvement?
Based on the information above, and experiences from your own work, what can be:

1) the potential risks in the government's response in adapting to climate change

2) the design of an adaptation audit, including
· researchable questions?

· audit criteria?

· possible audit findings?

· sources of data?

· methodology?

