Letter to Regional WGEA Coordinators
Climate Change Audit Training Course

Dear Colleagues,
Auditing the government response to climate change has been one of the central themes adopted by the INTOSAI WGEA for the 2008-2010 Work Plan. There are two possible response actions to climate change: mitigation and adaptation.
Together with a guidance paper and an e-learning course, we have developed a classroom training course, which builds on the guidance paper. Both the paper and the course introduce the auditor to how to apply the four-step approach when planning a climate change audit. The material differentiates between how to plan an adaptation and a mitigation audit, but for both topics the four step approach is applied.
The course is designed as a one day course, with the possibility to expand it to two days. The idea is first to give the participators a short introduction to climate change, and then move on to teaching them the four step approach to climate change. When planning to arrange the course, the coordinators can choose the topic most relevant for their participators, depending on relevancy and need for more knowledge. Whether mitigation or adaptation is more relevant, the course will consist of the general session, and the mitigation or adaptation course, and make up one a one-day course. If necessary or possible, one could also have an extra day, with the approach that was not chosen presented on day two. As there is no need to give the general session, and as the approach and some of the elements will be familiar to the participants by then, the second day of the course will not last a whole day. 
As introduced the one-day training course is divided into two main sessions following the structure of the guidance paper. The first one is the general session, introducing the participators to what climate change is, what causes it, and what international framework exists to respond to climate change threats. Next is the specialized main section either in adaptation or mitigation, which presents the four step approach to plan an audit on the government response to climate change:
· Step 1. Get an overview of the climate change related problem and its impacts.
· Step 2. Understand the government's response to climate change.
· Step 3. Choose audit topics and priorities.
· Step 4. Design the audit.
This main session is structured according to the steps. In addition there are added some exercises in order to engage the participants. To illustrate the theory, we encourage coordinators and instructors to include case presentations from already performed audits. This means inviting auditors from SAIs with relevant experience, or to present some of the case presentations included in the course material. We will however encourage you to think about the relevancy for the participators in your region. 
The course material is composed of

· Instruction to instructors

· Letter to participants

· The document Auditing climate change: Guidance for Supreme Audit Institutions

· 3 sets of slides with course sessions with instructors' notes

· Proposed exercises with some possible solutions

· Slides with case presentations with instructors notes

· Course structure

· Proposed Agenda

· Course evaluation form
Do not hesitate to contact us if you wish to discuss the material we have sent you.

We hope you will have a very successful course!

