	Design Matrix for mitigation 

	Audit objective
	Audit questions

· Researchable questions
	Audit criteria 
	Audit evidence
	Methodology 
	Audit findings (risk areas) 

	To determine whether the government has developed appropriate strategies or plans to meet its commitments for mitigation of GHG emissions?

	1. What commitments related to mitigation of GHG emissions has the government adopted?
	
	
	
	

	
	2. Do strategies or plans exist to meet these commitments? At what level - regional,national, sectoral?
	
	
	
	

	
	3. Do they address all relevant and significant sources (or sinks) of GHG emissions?
	
	
	
	

	
	4. Which policy instruments are being adopted or used by the government? 
	
	
	
	

	
	5. Do the plans or strategies establish reduction targets? 


	
	
	
	

	To determine whether the government has adequate information to support policy choices and decision-making.
	6. Are policy choices and targets based on adequate environmental, social and economic data?


	
	
	
	

	
	7. Is the government maintaining credible/reasonable inventories and forecasts of GHG emissions?


	
	
	
	

	To determine whether the government is evaluating/monitoring performance.
	8. Is the government credibly measuring its performance, so it can adjust its efforts? (process based)
	
	
	
	

	To determine whether the government is regularly reporting in a transparent way on performance against targets.
	9. Are the reports clear, complete and easily understandable?
	
	
	
	

	
	10. Are there regular reports to the public or to others (e.g. parliament, international organisations, EU, national stakeholders)?
	
	
	
	

	To determine whether effective governance and coordination arrangements have been put in place between relevant agencies and other players.

	11. Are the roles and responsibilities assigned to government agencies clear and documented?
	
	
	
	

	
	12. Do agencies adhere to roles and responsibilities? If not, why not - what are the causes? (e.g. does it have capacity and resources)
	
	
	
	

	
	13. Are mitigation efforts coordinated to ensure they are complementary rather than conflicting?
	
	
	
	

	
	14. Is government providing effective oversight of responsible agencies and actors?
	
	
	
	

	To determine whether specific policy instruments selected by the government are working/contributing in meeting the targets?
	15. What is the most important policy instruments applied? 
	
	
	
	

	
	16. What are the main principles behind the choice of policy instruments (e.g. cost-efficiency)? 
	
	
	
	

	
	17. What means does the government use to measure the relative contribution or effectiveness of each policy instrument
	
	
	
	

	
	18. How efficient are they? If not, what is the reason?
	
	
	
	

	
	19. How effective are they?
	
	
	
	

	To determine whether the emission trading system is working/contributing in meeting the targets?
	Are reliable data available on actual and expected (forecasting) emissions at the facility level?
	
	
	
	

	
	20. Are adequate registry systems in place?
	
	
	
	

	
	21. What were the principles for allocating the allowances to the companies?
	
	
	
	

	
	22. Are reports on actual emissions from companies verified?
	
	
	
	

	
	23. Are reserves sufficient for future growths in the market?
	
	
	
	

	
	24. Are emission trading systems efficient and cost-effective?
	
	
	
	

	
	25. In cases where quotas are sold is the money received used in order to reduce emissions?
	
	
	
	

	To determine whether receiving countries of CDM or JI projects have a management framework in place to effectively access and manage funds made available by donor countries?
	26. Is success achieved in obtaining funds from donor countries to support CDM or JI programs and projects aimed at reducing GHG emissions?
	
	
	
	

	
	27. Is there a robust framework in place to manage the received funds?
	
	
	
	

	To determine whether the funds contribute to the targets of reducing emissions?
	28. To what extent does the funding contribute to reducing emissions in the recipient countries?
	
	
	
	


