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APPENDIX

Sixth Survey on Environmental Auditing

It is our pleasure to send you the sixth survey of the INTOSAI Working Group on Environmental Auditing (WGEA). This survey, which is conducted every three years, is used to analyse trends and new developments in environmental auditing done by INTOSAI members. It is an important tool for gathering data on SAIs' environmental auditing needs and for shaping the 2011-2013 INTOSAI WGEA work plan. 
Please fill out and send the completed survey to the Secretariat, preferably in English, by Monday, 1 June 2009.
To minimise transcription errors and to reduce administrative costs, it is encouraged to use the website or e-mail. Options to complete this survey are as follows: 

1. Electronically using the INTOSAI WGEA website www.environmental-auditing.org
The completion of the survey form electronically takes approximately 30-45 minutes. However, you might need some time to collect the data, so before starting the completion of the survey form electronically, we suggest that you familiarise yourself with the questions beforehand, for example using the Word format questionnaire.
You can also terminate the completion of the survey form and continue when the time is suitable for you without losing the work that has already been done.

You can also pass the questionnaire on to your colleagues. In this case, please pass on the password mentioned in the invitation as well. Your colleague can enter this password and start completion of the question where you left off. However, you cannot fill in the questionnaire at the same time, simultaneously.

To start filling out the form electronically, please go to our website at www.environmental-auditing.org and you will find the information and instructions on the first page.

Please use the “Continue” and “Backwards” buttons in order to move between the questions. By clicking on the “Finish” button you confirm that you have finished the completion of the survey form and your answers will be saved in our server.

2. Via email

The survey form is also sent to every SAI via e-mail in English and in four other INTOSAI working languages preferred by your SAI. Simply open the documents, enter your responses and save the documents.

When you finish the survey, please attach it to an email and send it to info@wgea.org.

After sending the survey to the secretariat you should get a confirmation e-mail from the secretariat within 5 working days.

3. Via paper copy

Should your SAI have limited access to electronic options, your SAI can send its responses using the paper copy provided. If you choose to respond on paper, please include any additional information on another piece of paper. Paper copies may be sent by mail or fax.

Attention: Ms Margit Lassi

Address: National Audit Office of Estonia 
Narva mnt 11a 
15013 Tallinn
Estonia

Fax: +372 640 0101 
Phone: +372 640 0100
Email: info@wgea.org

Additionally, the survey form is downloadable in five INTOSAI languages (Arabic, English, French, German, and Spanish) from our website www.environmental-auditing.org
Auditing mandate
Q1
In the context of this survey, by environmental auditing or auditing environmental protection, we mean financial, compliance and performance auditing that evaluates and gives opinions on environment-related matters.

Does your SAI have a legislative mandate to audit environmental issues in …?
	
	
	Yes
	No 

	1
	Financial audits
	(  )
	(  )

	2
	Compliance audits
	(  )
	(  )

	3
	Performance audits (value-for-money)
	(  )
	(  )

	4
	Priori audits (for example, audits in advance of expenditures)
	(  )
	(  )


Q2
What level of access does your SAI's mandate give to undertake environmental auditing of the following governmental and nongovernmental organisations? Please select one access option per line. 
	
	
	Full Access
	Partial Access
	No Access

	1
	The national government
	(  )
	(  )
	(  )

	2
	Provincial, regional, or state governments
	(  )
	(  )
	(  )

	3
	Local, municipal, or community governing bodies
	(  )
	(  )
	(  )

	4
	State-owned enterprises or state-owned companies
	(  )
	(  )
	(  )

	5
	Semi-governmental organisations
	(  )
	(  )
	(  )

	6
	Non-governmental public enterprises or organisations
	(  )
	(  )
	(  )

	7
	Private sector enterprises or organisations
	(  )
	(  )
	(  )


Q3
Does your SAI's legislative mandate refer specifically to environmental auditing?

(  ) Yes
(  ) No
Q4
Has your SAI's environmental auditing mandate changed since 1 January 2006?


(  ) increased a lot


(  ) somewhat increased


(  ) remained the same


(  ) somewhat decreased


(  ) decreased a lot
Environmental audits
Q5
What does your SAI consider to be the five (5) most important environmental issues facing your country? In the Priority rating column, please mark “1” as the most important issue, “2” as the second most important issue, etc., until you have 5 issues marked.
	
	
	Priority rating

	Water
	drinking water: quality and supply
	

	
	pollution of bodies of water, such as industrial and agricultural
	

	
	wastewater treatment
	

	
	acidification
	

	
	water quantity management or management of watersheds
	

	
	marine pollution
	

	
	other water issues
	

	Air
	climate change
	

	
	stratospheric ozone layer depletion
	

	
	acid precipitation
	

	
	local air quality, such as smog, particulates, SO2, NOx and CO2
	

	
	indoor air quality
	

	
	toxic air pollutants, such as organic POPs, dioxins and furans
	

	
	other air issues
	

	Waste
	general waste
	

	
	hazardous waste
	

	
	municipal, solid and non-hazardous waste
	

	
	radioactive waste
	

	
	contaminated sites and soil pollution
	

	
	other waste issues
	

	Natural resources
	minerals, such as mining, gas and oil
	

	
	forestry and timber resources
	

	
	fisheries (freshwater and marine)
	

	
	other natural resources issues
	

	Ecosystems
	biodiversity
	

	
	protected areas and natural parks
	

	
	ecosystem management and ecosystem changes
	

	
	species at risk
	

	
	wetlands
	

	
	rivers and lakes
	

	
	protection of marine habitat
	

	
	coastal areas
	

	
	other ecosystem issues
	

	Human activities and sectors
	agriculture
	

	
	land development
	

	
	energy and energy efficiency
	

	
	natural disaster management: preparedness responses
	

	
	transportation, traffic and mobility
	

	
	recreation and tourism
	

	
	cultural heritage
	

	
	urban environment quality (sustainability)
	

	
	biosafety and genetically modified organisms (GMOs)
	

	
	chemicals management
	

	
	pesticides
	

	
	environment and human health
	

	
	infrastructure
	

	
	other human activities /sectors
	


Q6
Using the definition of environmental auditing referred to under question 1, has your SAI conducted any environmental audits?

(  ) Yes

(  ) No
IF Q6=YES

Q7
Since 1 January 2006, has conducting environmental audits in your SAI …?


(  ) increased a lot


(  ) somewhat increased


(  ) remained the same


(  ) somewhat decreased


(  ) decreased a lot

Q8
Please indicate the number of audits your SAI has conducted related to environmental matters since 1 January 2006.
[        ] number of financial audits conducted related to environmental matters
[        ] number of compliance audits conducted related to environmental matters
[        ] number of performance audits conducted related to environmental matters
Q9
Does your SAI consider environmental issues in other audits (e.g. financial, compliance)?


(  ) Yes, always

(  ) Yes, sometimes

(  ) No, never
Q10
In the following table there are seven (7) audit objectives of environmental auditing listed. Please select the three (3) most important objectives your SAI has audited since 1 January 2006, marking “1” as the most important objective, “2” as the second most important objective and “3” as the third most important objective.
	
	Priority rating

	Fair presentation of financial statements and expenditures
	

	Compliance with international environmental agreements and treaties
	

	Compliance with domestic environmental legislation
	

	Compliance with domestic environmental policies
	

	Performance of government environmental programs
	

	Environmental impacts of non-environmental government programs
	

	Evaluations of environmental impacts of proposed environmental policies and programs
	


Q11
Since 1 January 2006, has your SAI conducted an environmental audit on international environmental agreements or treaties?

(  ) Yes

(  ) No
IF Q11=YES

Q12
Please name the international environmental agreements or treaties your SAI has audited since 1 January 2006.

Q13
By sustainable development we mean development that integrates social, environmental and economic objectives. Under this definition, has your SAI started or completed audits of your country's progress in sustainable development specifically?

(  ) Yes
(  ) No
The impact of environmental audits
Q14
Does your SAI measure the impact of your environmental audits?

(  ) Yes

(  ) No
Q15
What are the main challenges your SAI has faced in measuring the impact of environmental audits?

Q16
How does your SAI measure the impact of your environmental audits? Check all that apply.
(  ) Parliamentarian hearings

(  ) Media coverage

(  ) Follow-up audit
(  ) Monitor the fulfilment of proposals made in audit reports (e.g. letter, interview)
(  ) Government response to audit recommendations
(  ) Any other appropriate measure

Q17
Have your conducted audits had any impact in helping government departments to….?
	
	
	Full impact
	Partial impact 
	No impact

	1
	formulate environmental legislation or environmental policies and programs
	(  )
	(  )
	(  )

	2
	evaluate their capacity to develop and implement environmental policies or programs
	(  )
	(  )
	(  )

	3
	generate their environmental indicators, performance measures, monitoring systems, or other policy information to evaluate environmental policy
	(  )
	(  )
	(  )

	4
	develop their environmental management systems
	(  )
	(  )
	(  )

	5
	produce their environmental reports
	(  )
	(  )
	(  )


Q18
Please provide us with a short example(s) about positive impact(s) of your SAI’s environmental auditing.

Q19
Would you like to add any additional comments on measuring the impact of your environmental audits?

Environmental auditing capacity
Q20
Assume that all your SAI’s employees constitute 100%. In this case, approximately, how many employees deal with environmental auditing in your SAI?
[        ] percentages of employees are working full time on environmental audits.
Q21
Since 1 January 2006, has the share of employees working on environmental audits changed in your SAI? Has the share …?

(  ) increased a lot


(  ) somewhat increased


(  ) remained the same


(  ) somewhat decreased


(  ) decreased a lot

Q22
Does your SAI have a specific department or section working full time on environmental audits?

(  ) Yes
(  ) No
Q23
Have there been any other changes in the capacity (budget, training, methodology, etc.) of your SAI conducting the environmental audits? Has the capacity...?


(  ) increased a lot


(  ) somewhat increased


(  ) remained the same


(  ) somewhat decreased


(  ) decreased a lot
Q24
Which of the following barriers has your SAI experienced in developing and executing environmental audits? 

	
	
	Yes
	No 

	1
	Inadequate SAI mandate
	(  )
	(  ) 

	2
	Lack of skills or expertise within the SAI
	(  )
	(  )

	3
	Insufficient formulation of government environmental policy, such as goals that are not measurable, absence of a strategy, or insufficient regulatory framework
	(  )
	(  )

	4
	Insufficient established environmental norms and standards
	(  )
	(  )

	5
	Insufficient monitoring and reporting systems
	(  )
	(  )

	6
	Insufficient data on the state of the environment
	(  )
	(  )

	7
	Other, please specify in the next question
	(  )
	(  )


IF Q24=OTHER YES
Q25
Please specify which kind of other barriers your SAI has experienced in developing and executing environmental audits.

Q26
Which of the following measures did your SAI use to attempt to overcome the barriers? 
	
	
	Yes
	No 

	1
	Modified SAI's mandate
	(  )
	(  )

	2
	Trained SAI's staff
	(  )
	(  )

	3
	Collected environmental data directly from the field 
	(  )
	(  )

	4
	Used international organisation environmental standards
	(  )
	(  )

	5
	Cooperated with universities or research institutes
	(  )
	(  )

	6
	Developed performance indicators
	(  )
	(  )

	
	Worked with the Regional Working Group on Environmental Auditing (RWGEA)
	(  )
	(  )

	7
	Other, please specify in the next question
	(  )
	(  )


IF Q26=OTHER YES
Q27
Please specify which kind of other measures your SAI used to attempt to overcome the barriers.

Q28
Would you like to add any comments on environmental auditing capacity?

Planned environmental audit(s)
Q29
Does your SAI have any environmental audits planned for 2009-2011?

(  ) Yes
(  ) No
Q30
Please indicate what issues related to the environment your SAI is planning to address in audits scheduled for 2009-2011. Check all that apply.
	Water
	drinking water: quality and supply
	

	
	pollution of bodies of water, such as industrial and agricultural
	

	
	wastewater treatment
	

	
	acidification
	

	
	water quantity management or management of watersheds
	

	
	marine pollution
	

	
	other water issues
	

	Air
	climate change
	

	
	stratospheric ozone layer depletion
	

	
	acid precipitation
	

	
	local air quality, such as smog, particulates, SO2, NOx and CO2
	

	
	indoor air quality
	

	
	toxic air pollutants, such as organic POPs, dioxins and furans
	

	
	other air issues
	

	Waste
	general waste
	

	
	hazardous waste
	

	
	municipal, solid and non-hazardous waste
	

	
	radioactive waste
	

	
	contaminated sites and soil pollution
	

	
	other waste issues
	

	Natural resources
	minerals, such as mining, gas and oil
	

	
	forestry and timber resources
	

	
	fisheries (freshwater and marine)
	

	
	other natural resources issues
	

	Ecosystems
	biodiversity
	

	
	protected areas and natural parks
	

	
	ecosystem management and ecosystem changes
	

	
	species at risk
	

	
	wetlands
	

	
	rivers and lakes
	

	
	protection of marine habitat
	

	
	coastal areas
	

	
	other ecosystem issues
	

	Human activities and sectors
	agriculture
	

	
	land development
	

	
	energy and energy efficiency
	

	
	natural disaster management: preparedness responses
	

	
	transportation, traffic and mobility
	

	
	recreation and tourism
	

	
	cultural heritage
	

	
	urban environment quality (sustainability)
	

	
	biosafety and genetically modified organisms (GMOs)
	

	
	chemicals management
	

	
	pesticides
	

	
	environment and human health
	

	
	infrastructure
	

	
	other human activities /sectors
	

	Governance
	government greening operations
	

	
	environmental impact assessment
	

	
	strategic environmental assessment (SEA)
	

	
	environmental management system
	

	
	sustainable development
	

	
	World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)
	

	
	domestic funds and subsidies
	

	
	international funds and subsidies, such as Global Environmental Facility (GEF)
	

	
	other governance issues
	


Q31
How does your SAI plan to change the volume of conducting environmental audits in the next five years?

(  ) increase a lot


(  ) somewhat increase


(  ) remain the same


(  ) somewhat decrease


(  ) decrease a lot

Q32
Does your SAI anticipate any developments regarding environmental auditing in the next five years?
(  ) Yes

(  ) No

IF Q32=YES
Q33
In the following table there are fourteen (14) possible developments of environmental auditing listed. In the Priority rating column, please mark “1” as the most important development, “2” as the second most important development, etc., until you have 5 developments marked. 

	
	
	Priority rating

	1
	Creation of an environmental unit within our SAI
	

	2
	Creation of a pool of environmental auditors
	

	3
	Integration of environmental issues in other audits
	

	4
	Training in environmental issues in other audits
	

	5
	Training in environmental auditing
	

	6
	Development of environmental performance indicators
	

	7
	More attention to quality and reliability of information
	

	8
	More measurement of effectiveness of policy
	

	9
	Evaluate the impact of work and ways to improve the impact
	

	10
	Development of new products that are not environmental audits
	

	11
	Exchange of knowledge with other SAIs
	

	12
	External expert advice
	

	13
	Peer review by other SAIs
	

	14
	Peer review by external experts (for instance, universities)
	


Q34
Would you like to add any additional comments on planning environmental audits for the next five years?

International accords and cooperation between SAIs
Q35
Since 1 January 2006, has your SAI had any experience in cooperation with another SAI in environmental auditing issues?

(  ) Yes
(  ) No
IF35=NO

Q36
Could you please indicate reasons why your SAI has not been engaged in cooperative audits since 1 January 2006?
(  ) lack of interest in our SAI

(  ) lack of resources

(  ) inadequate SAI mandate

(  ) lack of skill or expertise within the SAI

(  ) lack of partners

IF Q35=YES

Q37
Please specify what types of cooperative activities your SAI has experienced since 1 January 2006.
	
	
	Yes
	No 

	1
	Cooperation with another SAI on an audit related to an international environmental accord (including treaties, international agreements, obligations, or commitments
	(  )
	(  )

	2
	Cooperation with another SAI on an audit of an environmental subject, but not on an agreement or treaty
	(  )
	(  )

	3
	The exchange of audit information or environmental auditing experiences between SAIs
	(  )
	(  )


IF Q35=YES

Q38
How does your SAI appreciate the cooperative activity? Has this cooperation been for your SAI…?


(  ) very useful, please specify in the next question

(  ) somewhat useful, please specify in the next question

(  ) somewhat not useful


(  ) not useful at all

IF Q38=VERY USEFUL, SOMEWHAT USEFUL

Q39
Please specify the things that your SAI find useful in cooperative activity.
WGEA and INTOSAI products
Q40
In the following table eighteen (18) WGEA products are listed. Have you read and/or used this product in your work?
	
	Product
	Yes
	No

	1
	WGEA Paper – Auditing Biodiversity: Guidance for Supreme Audit Institutions (2007)
	
	

	2
	WGEA Paper – The World Summit on Sustainable Development: An Audit Guide for Supreme Audit Institutions (2007)
	
	

	3
	WGEA Paper – Evolution and Trends in Environmental Auditing (2007)
	
	

	4
	WGEA Paper - Cooperation between Supreme Audit Institutions: Tips and Examples for Cooperative Audits (2007)
	
	

	5
	INTOSAI Paper – Sustainable Development: The Role of Supreme Audit Institutions (2004)
	
	

	6
	INTOSAI Paper – Environmental Audit and Regularity Auditing (2004)
	
	

	7
	WGEA Paper – Towards Auditing Waste Management (2004)
	
	

	8
	WGEA Paper – Auditing Water Issues: Experiences of Supreme Audit Institutions (2004)
	
	

	9
	WGEA Paper – Results of the Fourth Survey on Environmental Auditing (2004)
	
	

	10
	INTOSAI Paper – Guidance on Conducting Audits of Activities with an Environmental Perspective (2001)
	
	

	11
	INTOSAI Paper – The Audit of International Environmental Accords (2001)
	
	

	12
	INTOSAI Paper – How SAIs may Cooperate on the Audit of International Accords (1998)
	
	

	13
	INTOSAI Paper – Natural Resource Accounting (1998)
	
	

	14
	Home page of the WGEA website
	
	

	15
	Bibliography of SAIs environmental audit reports on the WGEA website under "Environmental Audits Worldwide"
	
	

	16
	Greenlines newsletter on the WGEA website
	
	

	17
	WGEA meeting material (including compendium) on the WGEA website
	
	

	18
	WGEA work plans on the WGEA website
	
	

	19
	Results of the previous INTOSAI WGEA Surveys on the WGEA website
	
	


Q41
What are the three (3) most important INTOSAI WGEA products and services for your SAI? In the Priority rating column, please mark “1” as the most important product or service, “2” as the second most important product or service and “3” as the third most important product or service.
	
	Product/Service
	Priority rating

	1
	Guidance materials
	

	2
	Website: www.environmental-auditing.org 
	

	3
	Training courses, seminars
	

	4
	Working Group meetings
	

	5
	Greenlines newsletter
	


Q42
Would your SAI be interested in additional INTOSAI WGEA guidance on environmental auditing?

(  ) Yes
(  ) No
IF Q42=YES
Q43
Could you please specify the topic of the INTOSAI WGEA guidance your SAI is interested in the most?

Q44
What do you recommend to be the main theme of the 2011-2013 WGEA work plan? The INTOSAI WGEA has already covered water, waste, biodiversity and climate change. Please explain your choice.

Q45
Are there any specific products or services that your Regional Working Group on Environmental Auditing (RWGEA) could provide?
Q46
Does your SAI have any other comments or suggestions on our work? This information will help us to build the 2011-2013 INTOSAI WGEA work plan.
You can consult the current work plan on our website under WGEA activities/Work Plan.
Q47
Would you like to add any additional comments to the 6th Survey for the INTOSAI WGEA?

Q48
Please provide contact information for the official(s) completing this survey. We will use this information only to clarify responses, if required.

	Country

	

	Name

	

	Position

	

	E-mail

	

	Phone

	

	Fax

	


This was our last question. We highly appreciate the time and effort you and your SAI contributed to filling in the survey form. Thank you!
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